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the protection of the whole. If the formation gets
broken, the single machine may have to *take
evasive action', but it will not attempt to dogfight.
It may dodge and dive, or it may release its bombs
and climb according to the circumstances in which it
finds itself. It may thus get down to sea-level and
save itself from underneath attacks, or it may get
into clouds and shake off its assailants by a little
ingenious blind flying or even by circling in the
patch of cloud until the fuel of the fighters begins to
run low.
Whereas the fighter wants nothing so much as a
good fight, the bomber accepts a fight only if there
is no reasonable way of avoiding it. Many a German
bomber in daylight raids over England has accepted
failure rather than 'mix it' with the British fighters
which came to dispute with it. That is to say, it has
turned away before reaching its target, has dropped
its bombs on something less important, and has run
for home with all the power at its service.  When
British bombers have been required to press through
their attacks on particular objectives, the casualties
have generally been heavy. The first V.C. won by
the R.A.F. in this war was awarded to the leader of
a formation of Battle bombers detailed to destroy
bridges over which the enemy were advancing into
Belgium. Only one of the nine machines returned.
The theory of protective fire as the safeguard of a
bomber formation has been proved in war to be
somewhat faulty.
What is required of the Bomber
The reasons are to be found in the type of work
the bomber has to do and in the design character-